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As an Arizona native, I attended the University 

of Arizona and received my B.S. in Psychology. 

After my research experience in visual 

perception and bee labs at the University of 

Arizona, I pursued my Ph.D. at Duke University, 

where I studied how people search (e.g., 

radiologists looking for signs of breast cancer). 

I am now an Assistant Professor of Psychology 

with a joint appointment in Medical Imaging.

Fun Fact: I was a performer at Walt Disney 

World and Universal Studios Florida. 

Stephen Adamo

Assistant Professor
Psychology



Julie Baum

Lecturer

Mathematics



I am originally from Italy, from a small town 

near Rome. Before coming to Tucson, I did my 

PhD in Vienna and my postdoc in Princeton. I 

mostly work in probability and mathematical 

physics, with a focus on random matrices and 

random operators. On a personal note, one 

can say that I am a collectionist of collections 

and that I Iike all nerdy things.

Giorgio Cipolloni

Assistant Professor
Mathematics



I am a molecular and cellular neuroscientist. I use fruit 

flies to study neuron-glia interactions during 

development, aging, and after injury so I spend a lot of 

time using microscopes! I am originally from Southern 

California, but I have lived many places over the 

course of my academic journey including New York 

City and Massachusetts. I was based in Portland, OR 

just before moving to Tucsonτso quite the change of 

climate for me. I am looking forward to exploring my 

new city even more once the weather gets a little 

cooler. 

Cǳƴ ŦŀŎǘΥ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ άŎƻȊȅ 

ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎέ όǘƘƛƴƪΥ Miss Marple, Murder, She Wrote, 

Agatha Raisin, etc.) to de-stress. 

Megan Corty

Assistant Professor
Neuroscience



I am a Computer Systems Engineer, with MSc 

and PhD in Computer Science. I grew up in 

Colombia where I obtained my Bachelor's 

degree. I like to try new things, so I look 

forward to tasting all the different dishes and 

doing all the outdoor activities that Tucson has 

to offer.

Diana Diazh

Associate Professor of Practice
Computer Science



I am a computational astrophysicist broadly interested in 

massive stars, their explosions, and the multi-messenger 

signals they produce. I earned my B.S. in Physics and Earth 

& Space Exploration (Astrophysics) from Arizona State 

University (2016) and my Ph.D. in Astronomy & 

Astrophysics from Michigan State University (2021). My 

research interests span stellar hydrodynamics, core-

collapse supernova explosions, multi-messenger emission 

signals, and nuclear astrophysics of massive star stellar 

models. 

Fun fact: In 2020, I was named to the Forbes 30 under 30 

for Science list and when I started this fall, I became the 

first previous ASU undergrad to join the department of 

Astronomy/Steward Observatory as faculty. I also (still) 

enjoy playing Pokémon Go in my free time.

Carl Fields

Assistant Professor
Astronomy



Sarah Grace

Assistant Professor of Practice

Psychology



I am a particle physicist originally from the Phoenix 

area. During my PhD at the University of Michigan, I 

spent two years living in Geneva, Switzerland, to work 

with the ATLAS Experiment at CERN's Large Hadorn 

Collider. My research today still revolves around the 

ATLAS Experiment, where I study the Higgs Boson to 

hunt for answers to outstanding questions about our 

universe.Prior to arriving in Tucson, I was working at 

SLAC while living in San Francisco. Outside of work, I 

enjoy skiing, hiking, trying new restaurants, and 

cooking. 

Fun Fact: I play the double bass, which is taller than I 

am.

Rachel Hyneman

Assistant Professor
Physics



Heonmi  Kim

Lecturer

Mathematics



I study the vestibular system, the portion of the 
inner ear which senses motion, and motion 
perception.  My lab is installing a large motion 
platform to study how we sense very small 
motions. Outside of science, I enjoy walking 
with my dog, listening to podcasts, and 
spending hours trying to decide which 
restaurants to try in Tucson.

Megan Kobel

Assistant Professor
Speech, Language, and 
Hearing Sciences



Sam joined the Physics Department in 2022 and has 

made substantial contributions to the department's 

teaching mission. She has taught a variety of 

courses in the past two years, ranging from large 

enrollment algebra-based introductory physics to 

calculus-based introductory mechanics, electricity, 

and magnetism for engineering major students to 

honor courses for physics and astronomy major 

students. She has been instrumental in developing 

and implementing evidence-based instructional 

strategies in classrooms and is actively involved in 

various education-related activities. Sam Krishnamurthy

Assistant Professor of 
Practice
Physics
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